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the early contributions were munitions which they
could well spare. They sent a few good 'planes with
which they wished to experiment, but up till November
Italian assistance took the form of a modicum of
troops to occupy the strategic points, like the Balearic
Islands and parts of Southern Spain round Gibraltar,
and arms which they were 'scrapping' on account of
their general re-armament policy.

Signor Mussolini's calculations were upset by three
factors.   The first was the arrival of some thousands
of French socialists, Italian and German refugees from
fascism, British communists, and others of 'left-wing*
sympathies who found their way into eastern Spain
and offered their services to the Government.   Most
of these men had had  some  experience  of military
weapons.    Very  few   Spaniards  on  the  Government
side had even handled a rifle. The International Brigade
did great service in later stages of the war, but the
twelve to fifteen thousand men who joined it in those
early days were invaluable.   They gave the Govern-
ment time to  begin  organising its first and  second
armies, the former built up chiefly from those militia-
men,  guards,  and  others who  had  remained  loyal,
and the second from the completely untrained volunteers.
The second factor was  Russian assistance in the
provision of arms,  and aeroplanes.   This  took  time
to organize, but the Government justifiably applied to
friendly Powers for the purchase of its war materials.
These were  Russia  and  Mexico.    Both  sent  limited
supplies of modern munitions, the aeroplanes, tanks,
artillery,    machine-guns,    and   mechanical    transport
which  differentiate  the  post-war  armies  from  those
of 'the  1900 vintage.'   With them went a modicum
of skilled men  to  provide  the technical  knowledge